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ART THOU CALLED BEING A SERVANT? CARE- NOT 


ron IT, BUT IF THOU MAYEST BE MADE FREE; USE 
IT RATHER. I COR. vu. 21. _y | 


THE apoſtle Paul, in this epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
gives excellent directions about the conduct of per- 
ſons in various ſituations in life ; and among others he ad- 
viſes chriſtian ſlaves not to be anxious about their abje& 
condition, ſince they may conſider themſelves as Chriſt's 
freed-men. Still, however, he wiſhes them to a ſtate 
of freedom, if they could honeſtly obtain it. this ad- 
vicewill apply to all perſons whole condition in life is cap- 
able of improvement. 5 : 2 
It is certainly our duty to acquieſce in whatever the Su- 
r N —_— ee But as 
has given us ties an to 1 our cir- 
cumſtances, it is likewiſe our duty to employ them for 
that purpoſe, and thereby obtain as much eaſe and conve- 
nience as our ſituation in life is capable of. For this reaſon, 
though chriſtians are to bear the extremes of perſecution, 
rather than abandon the profeſſion of N they are 
not to court. but to avoid it, if they can do it without 
1 ——— 
A in one city, flee ye to another. 
{fame general rule will apply to every ſimilar caſe, 
and therefore to ours, as Difſenters from the eſtabliſhed 
church of this country. And as this is a day on which 
it has been uſual with us to urge the principles of religious 
liberty, I ſhall make uſe of the opportunity to explain the 
nature of our preſent ſituation, and to exhort you to a pro- 
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wiour fays, If ye be 


The proper Conduf# of Diſſenters : 
Our anceſtors were long in a ſtate of grievous perſecution 


on account of their religious principles. The heavy 
niſhments of fines, confiicatian of goods, tedious — auf 
ments, and eventually death itſelf, were often their lot. But 
it has pleafed divine providence, in a great meaſure, to give 
us reſt from this-perſecution, in , the repeal of the 
laws that were hoſtile to us, and in part by the increafing 
liberality of the times. Moſt of us, at leaſt, are now per- 
mitted to worſhip God according to the dictates of our 
conſciences, and the 1 in which we aſſemble for that 
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r are protected by the laws. k 
But 2 not — of us all. If the laws now exiſt- 
ing were executed, many of us, and thoſe a daily increaſ- 
in 22 number, would be liable to — all our propert con- 
de 18 be impriſoned for life, cut — 
15 iety of — every thing dear to us. 2 
25 ters 50 e fil liable to _ chi ties and 
diſabilities; being chere lecally diſqualified to ſerve 
can in a varigt: of civil, capacities, though natu- 
IS ſo well quali ed to diſc rge the duties of them, 
though ou country ſhould Rand in ever fo much need 
Is 22 FI . no leſs diſgraceful to, our country, 
*D to * and therefore we have a double motive 
ane gur * procure. a change in ho. We. muſt 
without e to our own minds, and eſpecially to 
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made to contribute to its ſu while we receive hone of 
its emoluments) and an application has thore lately been 
made for the l of thoſe laws which diſqualify ybu of 
the laity from ſerving your country in ſeveralcivil capacities, 
called the ation and Teft As; laws, which though 
not both of them intended to affect us, yet eventually and 
neceffarily have done it. Twice have motions been made 
in the Houſe of Commons for the purpoſe of this tepral, 
and twice have we met with a repulſe; _— it has ap- 
peared that our friends have increaſed, and therefore it is 
thought that we have ſufficient encbutagement to continue 
our application ; which, no doubt we ought to do, while 
ſucceſs ſhall appear to be within our reach. 

That we are fully intitled to the telief we ſut for, and 
even to more than we have yet ſolicited, I ſhall ſhow'in the 
firſt place, replying to ſome objections that have been made 
to our relief; and then I ſhall point out what ſeems to be 
the moſt proper method that we ſhould purſue in order to 

obtain it. | | ISS 
1. It muſt be unjuſt that we ſhould be ſubjected to any 
penalty, unleſs it can be ſhewn that we are guilty of ſome 
offence. Without this it is manifeſtly unreaſonable to make 
any diſtinftion whatever between us and any of our fellow 
citizens. Now this, I believe, is not even pretended. Dif- 
fenters, as a body, being unqueſtionably as good members 
of ſociety as any other part of the community. Theit 
behaviour is as 1 and they have always ſhewn 
themſelves as well affected to the conſtitution as if was 
ſettled at the revolution, to which they eminently con- 
tributed. It is not denied that they have ſhewn themfelves 
as well affected fo the reigning family as thoſe who are 
favoured by government at their experice Nay; in all the 
late reigns, the Diſſenters were always confidered as the 
moſt zezloufly attached to the intefeſts of the houſe of 
Hanover; and their moſt violent enemies wete alivays the 
moſt ſuſpected of difaffeftion. Thefe are ſacts ſo notori- 
ous that they can never be denied. _ | 
Why then ſhould we be excluded from offices of truſt 
and power under a government to which our affection was 
never queſtioned, it we 2 to fill them? And of 
| 3 this 
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be confined to matters of religion 


6 The proper Conduf# of Diſſenters 
queſtion ; Diſſenters in general not 
being deſtitute either of ability, or public ſpirit. On the 


contrary, it is evident that are erally among the 
— in all ſchemes of ably. utility, as intelligent in 


planning them, and as active, and as generous, in their 


u We may ſafely a to every town, and eve 
village! in the kingdoi Aneche — inſutkeient 
numbers, for the truth of theſe aſſertion «“. 

Every excluſion, then, from offices which we are quali- 
fied to fill, is injurious, and unjuſt ; and the laws by which 
we are now oppreſſed muſt be pronounced to be partial, 
and therefore iniquitous; making diſtinctions in favour of 
one part of the community, and to the diſadvantage of an- 
other, without any regard to the merit, or demerit, of 
either, as members of ſociety. All ſuch laws, therefore, 
og to be repealed ; becauſe the firſt of all the pbligations 
of tociety is juſlice. fair impartial juſtice, which in our caſe 
2. Our treatment is manifeſtly improper, and unjuſt, 
becauſe we are ſubjected to civil puniſhments for pretended 
offences which are not of a civil nature, that is for holdin 
particular religious opinions, with which the civil magiſ- 
trate, as ſuch, has no concern, His proper duty is to pre- 
ſerve the peace of ſociety, or to ſee that no member of it 
injures another in his perſon or property. But how is any 
perſon injured in theſe reſpects by my holding religious 
opinions which he diſapproves? If they be erroneous opi- 
nions, is it not a ſufficient puniſhment that I. injure mytelf 


* This implies no reflection on the pr members of the eſta- 
| bliſhed church. Rent 


They who openly from any eſtabliſhment, 
whatever it be, and whether they be right or wrong in ſo doing, muſt 
be men of ſome reflection and —_ of mind, which will not always 
only. And the ſame activity, and the 
ſame habits will, in ſome meaſure defrend to their poſterity, while they 
have to make their cauſe good againſt the great majority of their coun- 
trymen. On the contrary, all the thoughtleſs part of any nation, men 
without reflection, or energy of character, will, of courſe, remain with 
the eſtabliſhed church, whatever it be, and will follow it in all its 


changes. Conſequently, a greater rtion of theſe characters will 
claſswith the — with the! Diffenters; though, in reality, 
they ought to be claſed with neither. © 


by 
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by them; and have not my fellow - citizens ſufficient advant- 
age over me by enjoying the truth, while I am involved 
in error ? 222 
If they think that my opinions will ſubje& me to ever- 
laſting puniſhment in a future world, ought not that to be 
deemed ſufficient, without making me tuffer in this world 
alſo? And yet thus it is that many of us are treated by the 
legiſlatureof this country. It has thought proper to declare, 
that all who do not believe in one of her doctrines relating 
to the Divine effence, ſhall without doubt pereſh everlaſtingly; 
but, not content with this, it is made confifcation of 
and impriſonment for life, to maintain the contrary. But 
what connexion canthere be between the peace and goad or- 
der of ſociety, and any opinion concerning the Divine eſſence? 
If it be ſaid that the publiſhing fuck opinions will en- 
danger the ſalvation of others, as well as that of the perſon 
who holds them; I aſk, what is that to the civil magiſtrate, 
whoſe buſineſs is with the things of this life only ; who was 
not appointed to act any part in things ofa ſpiritual, but only 
in thole of a temperal nature? And how can a merely civil 
magiſtrate be ſuppoſed to be a competent judge of thoſe 
matters; or, which comes to the fame thing, how can he 
know who is beſt able to direct him? | 
g. As to the Teft Ad, there is a particular injuſtice in 
continuing it with reſpect to Proteſtant Diſſenters, as it was 
not originally intended to affect them, but theCatholics only; 
and the Diſſenters then in parliament generouſly conſented 
to the paſling of it with a view to the public good, though 
they knew that, for a time, they themſelves would be ſuf- 
ferers by it ; having no doubt, from the equity and gene- 
zolity of government, but that ſome mode of relief would 
be provided for them, as was, indeed, at that time intended. 
But though they made the ſacrifice, they received no-recom- 
pence. The burden, which, for the ſake of the Public, 
they ee laid upon themſelves, oppreſſes their poſ- 
terity to this day. But notwithſtanding this, we do not 
blame our anceſtors for the part they acted; and in ſimilar 
circumſtances thould, I doubt not, imitate their diſintereſted 
conduct, even though we ſhould be apprized that we 
Mould expole ourſelves, and our poſterity, to equal incon- 
8 :  —_ | venience 
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8 The proper Cunduct of Diſſenters 
venience in conſequence of it. We have more reaſon to 
glory in bearing our hardſhips, than our adverſaries have 


in impoſing them. 
to anſwer ſome of the principal ob- 


I ſhall now proceed 
jections that have been made to our being relieved. 

1. It is commonly ſaid by our adverſaries, that the repeal 
of the acts we complain of would be a violation of the con- 
Mitution, which they ſay conſiſts of two parts, the church, 
and the Fate, that all changes in the conſtitution are ha- 
zardous, and that the king 1s ſworn to preſerve it. 

But if every change in the laws be a violation of the con- 
ſtitution, it is violated every ſeſſions of parliament ; and if 


the changes that are continually making, by the repeal of 


old laws, and enacting new ones, be no violation, but an 
improvement, of the conſtitution, why may not this, and 
other changes, have the ſame good effect? Nothing human 
is ſo perfect as not to admit of improvement, and the 
Engliſh conſtitution is certainly no exception to this. It 
would be impiety to ſuppoſe it. 

That the ecclefiaftical part, as it is called, of ourconſtitu- 
tion has not that cloſe connexion with the civil part which 


its advocates imagine, is evident from the following confi- 


derations. A total change was made in the eccleſiaſtical ſyſ- 
tem. by Henry VIII. without any change whatever in the 
civil conſtitution, which indeed continued the ſame during 
the farther reformation by Edward VI. the reſtoration of 
popery under Queen Mary, and the final overthrow of it 

y Queen Elizabeth. Again, Charles I. endeavoured to 
ſubvert the civil part of the conſtitution, without altering 
the eccleſiaſtical part. This, however, was overturned by 
the parliament ; and though the civil conſtitution was 


changed at the ſame time, it was in a manner, and upon 


principles, altogether independent of the change in the 
hierarchy. After the ſuppreſſion of kingly power there 
were many changes in the conſtitution of the ſtate, with- 


out any change whatever in that of the church; and if 


Charles II. and his profligate court had thought fit, they 
might have eſtablithed the preſbyterian religion in Eng- 
land, as it now is in Scotland, and the civil government 
would have remained the fame. Is not the civil conſtitu- 

tion 
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tion of Scotland nearly the ſame with that of Eng- 
land? Have not the Engliſh and the Scotch the fame king, 
and the ſame parliament ; and yet their ecclehaſtical conſti- 
tutionsare totally different? How then is the one eſſential 
to the being, or the well being, of the other? 

As it is evident that the revolutions in the church and the 


fate had ſo little connection with each other, it is impoſ- 


ſible that any thing deſerving to be the conſtitution ſhould 
be affected by the repeal of Corporation and Teſt Acts, 
which the church of England did without till the reign of 
Charles II. and which it now finds no want of in Ireland. 
2. It will be urged that, notwithſtanding the equity of 
our plea, juſtice cannot be done to us by the redreſs of our 
grievances, without at leaſt endangering the eſtabliſhed 
church. But if that church, or any church, cannot ſtand 
but on the ruins of juitice, it ought to fall; and they who 
urge this, do in fact confeſs that it does not deſerve to be 
ſupported. | | 
But their fears are altogether imaginary ; and of this the 
experience of other nations might convince them. For in 
no chriſtian country belides this are diſſenters from the 
eſtabliſhed religion incapable of civil offices. Nay, they are 
frequently called to them, and no injury has been found to 
reſult from tit to their eſtabliſhed churches. This is the 
caſe in Ruſſia, in Pruſſia, in Holland, and even in France, 
where the generals and prime miniſters have been Proteſ- 


tants, though the religion of the country is Catholic. 


Heathen emperors, in this more wiſe and magnanimous 
than we, employed Chriftians. as well as thole of their own 
religion, in every department of ſtate, the duties of which 
they were qualified to diſcharge; and the Chriſtian empe- 
rors equally employed Heathens. | 

There 1s no teſt a& in Scotland.. There, members of 
the epiſcopal church of England are capable of any civil 
offices, though the eſtablithed religion is Preſbyterian ; and 
it was lately repealed in Ireland, where the danger to the 
eſtabliſhed church was to appearance much greater than it 
can be in this country; ſince the Diſſenters in Ireland are 
perhaps more in number than the members of the church 
of England; whereas here we bear ſo ſmall a proportion to 
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them, that all idea of danger to the church from this cir- 
cumſtance is imaginary and abſurd. The apprehenſion of 
danger, therefore, to the eſtabliſhed church from the re- 
peal of the corporation and teſt acts, is either a mere prev 
tence, or, if ſerious, is undeſerving of a ſerious anſwer. 

'It is to be obſerved, that when the a&s we complain of 
are repealed, Diſſenters will not neceflarily be introduced 
into offices of truſt and power. This will ſtill d 
upon the will of the ſovereign, and thoſe who are reſpon- 
ſible for his meaſures. And if the king and the miniſtry 
ſhould be thought to make an improper ule of their power, 
by employing too many Diſſenters (which nobody I believe 
will ſeriouſly apprehend) the evil may at any time be 
checked by a remonſtrance from either, or both, of the 
two houſes of parliament. | 
Our hardlhips having now been ſhewn to be real, and 
conſequently the continuance of them unjuſt, the next 

ueſtion is, what we ſhould do in order to obtain redreſs ? 
or though it be our duty, as ſubjects to civil government, 


and members of ſociety, not to diſturb the peace of it for 


ſmall matters, and eipecially, as ſubjects of the moral 
government of God, to bear with patience, and ſubmiſſion 
to him, the inconveniencies of any ſituation in which his 
providence ſhall place us; yet if we can obtain our deliver- 
ance from them, it is our duty (for which we have the 
authority of the apoſtle in my text) to chuſe it rather, 
__ conſequently to adopt meaſures proper to gain that 
end. 

Conſidering the ſufferings to which Chriſtians, Proteſ- 
tants, and Proteſtant Diſſenters have been expoſed in former 
times, all that we have now to complain of is nothing. It 
is aſtate of peace and liberty, and what we cannot be too 
thankful to God for. But there is no reaſon why we 
thould deſpiſe any good that the providence of God ſhall 
place within our reach. Fay though we are ready to bear 
evil, I truſt we are not undeſerving of good, and ſhould 
not make an improper uſe of it. It is our duty, therefore, 
to attempt this, as well as any other improvement in our 
ſituation. | 

Now all that can be adviſed in the caſe (but what, with 
patience and perſeverance, muſt be effectual) is a fair _ 
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candid repreſentation of our caſe tothe nation at large, and 
_ eſpecially to thoſe who have power to give us relief. The 

voice of reaſon, of truth. and of right, 1s ſure to be heard, 
and to prevail in the end; and though prejudice with 
which we have to contend, may overbear it, it can only be 
for a time. 

Very ſtrong prejudices, however, againſt truth, or right, 
cannot be expected to be removed at once. The cleareſt 
truths in the world, in politics, in philoſophy, or in re- 
ligion, require time to be generally underſtood, and received. 
Pains muſt be taken to exhibit them in a proper light, and 
to remove object ions; and if reaſonable evidence be rejected 
at the firſt, it muſt be preſented again and again; and then, 
if the cauſe be a good one (as ours un bly is) we 
cannot doubt of ſucceſs in the end. The prejudices of 
ſome perſons againſt the cleareſt and moſt important truths 
may be ſo ſtrong (as we ſee in the caſe of the Scribes and 
Phariſees of our Saviour's time) that no evidence will con- 
vince them. In this caſe our hopes muſt be from perſons 
of more ingenuous diſpoiitions, eſpecially the young, 
whole minds will be more ſuſceptible of new and better 
impreſſions. | 

In this caſe it is our duty to bear even with the per- 
verſeneſs of our country, as children with reſpe& to an 
aged parent. For the prejudices of great numbers, like 
thoſe of age, cannot be expected to yield to the firſt re- 
monſtrance, but require patient and gentle treatment, with 
ſomedegree of prudent addreſs. 

This is not a buſineſs that would juſtify our having re- 
courſe to arms, if there was any proſpect of ſucceeding in 
that way; becauſe more evil than good would be the 
conſequence of the attempt. But no obje&ion can be 
made to a calm and peaceable repreſentation of our caſe, to 
the impartial reaſon of our governors. It is only their 
attention that we claim, and ſtill they are at liberty to 
refuſe us. We have, however, a right to be neard; and 
Dur caule is fo clear, that we may be confident every freſh 
hearing will procure us more friends, out of parliament, 
if not in it; ſo that with perſeverance our ſucceſs is 
certain. | 
Beſides, the preſent times are highly favourable to libe- 


rality 
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guments, may even think it neceſſary to banith us the coun- 
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rality of _ kind ; and the wickedneſs and folly of per- 
ſecution, or ſubjecting men to any puniſhment on account 
of their religious principles, is every day more and more 
apparent, fo as now to ſtrike all mankind ; though little 
more than a century ago all parties agreed in the propriet 

of it ; and they are now only the extremely bigotted an 

narrow minded who are advocates for ſuch reſtraints as 
are put upon us. Ihe great 2 of religious, as well 
as of civil liberty, are every day, and every where, better 
underſtood, and treatiſes on theſe ſubjects are more nu- 
merous, and becoming more popular, in all parts of Eu- 
rope: ſo that religious intolerance is every where reprobated. 
Nothing, therefore, is requiſite in our caſe, but to ſhew 
that our adverſaries are chargeable with intolerance in their 
treatment of us, and that they really do perſecute us. 
And it is not the puniſhment of death only that conſtitutes 
perſecution. It is impoſing any hardſhip whatever on a man 
on account of his religious principles; and this cannot be de- 
nied to be our caſe, if it be at all attended to. For are we 
not worſe ſituated in a civil reſpe& than we ſhould be if 
we were not Diſſenters? And if fo, we are in a ſtate of per- 
ſecution, as Diſſenters? X | 
It is only in degree that our treatment differs from the 
moſt ſevere perſecution. The principleis the very ſame; and 
it is capable of any application, according to the appre- 
henfons of thoſe who maintain it For if the church is to 
be guarded, as connected with the conſtitution of the ſtate, 


-it muſt have whatever guards ſhall be deemed neceſſary ; 


and though one perſon may think it ſufficiently guarded 

Diflenters being kept out of thoſe civil offices from which 
they are excluded by the corporation and teſt acts, another 
may think it neceſſary that they be deprived of the privi- 
lege we now enjoy of electing, and much more of being 
elected, members of parliament. A third perſon may fay 
that the church cannot be ſafe while the meeting houfes 
are open; a fourth, that we ought not to be allowed to 
publiſh any defence of our principles (ſince the danger to 
the church, muſt be in proportion to the increaſe of Dil- 
ſenters) and a fifth, more 3 apprehenſive than 
the reſt, and leſs confident of the force of his reaſons and ar- 


try ; 
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try; or, leſt we ſhould return with encreaſed animoſity, 
exterminate us at once, while weare in their power. 

It is not to ſay what this principle of guarding the church 
may diate. And the more timid and apprehenſive a 
man is, the more cruel and unrelenting a perſecuter he 
will be. It is the 8 therefore, t at we ought to 
attend to, if we wiſh t rd againſt the effe&s of it; 
and this can only be 3 2 keeping the civil magiſtrate 
within his proper duty, that is, guarding g, not the church, 
but the lives and property of all the citizens, and taking 
care that they do not, on any pretence whatever, injure 
one another ; but, in all motion of religion, to leave them 
to think and act for themſelves. This is all that the public 
good, which is the ſole end of civil government, requires. 
To. infringe upon this great and clear principle is to open 
a door to —— and no man can tell where it will 
ſtop. If we are to be perſecuted, it is the ſame thing to 
us whether it be on this »ew principle of guarding the 
church, or the o one, of deſtroying us as heretics, thoſe 
uſeleſs branches of a tree, which are to be gathered into 
bundles and bur ned. 

Since our ſecurity, my brethren, arifes from enlightenin 
the minds of our-countrymen, and teaching them not to 
fear where no fear is, we ſhould never ceaſe repreſenting 
our caſe ; not doubting but that an impartial public will 
at length ſee the hard hip of it, and condemn their own 
injuſtice towards us, 

Is it to be believed that all remains of panierte ſhalt 
now be baniſhed from France, and continue much longer 
in England? Is the prime miniſter of that country at 
this very time a Proteſtant, and will it be thought that a 
Diſſenter aught not to be a juſtice of e, or even an 
exciteman, in this? It is true that for ſome time we have 
been. behind ſeveral nations with reſpe& to toleration. But 
as we formerly took the lead in this reſpect, and ſet an 
example to others, it cannot ſurely be long before we follow 
the example they are now ſetting us. The good ſenſe, 
and, kick Toirit, of Engliſhmen will not long bear the re- 
proach of it. 


The greateſt injuries, however, may be continued if no 


_ complaint be made; andi there are great numbers in this: 


country 
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country who really think that we have nothing to com- 
plain of ; who take it for granted, that in England religious 
toleration is complete, and that no perſon 1s, di or 
indire&ly, a fufferer on account of his religion. Let theſe 
—— therefore, only ſee that this is not the caſe, that 


ſſenters, as ſuch, are ſubject to heavy penalties, and un- 
reaſonable and dif oraceful diſabilities. and they will feel for 
the honour of their country, and remove them. This, 
however, is not to be expected at the firſt repreſentation. 
For they may not immediately give ſufficient attention to 
it ; but aſſuredly they will in the end, when the caſe ſhall 
be thoroughly and generally underſtood: And for this, 
time, and conſequently, perſeverance, is neceſſary. But 
furely the object is well worthy of ſuch perſeverance. The 
honour of our country, as well as our own advantage, and 
that of our poſterity, requires it of us. We therefore fail 
in our duty in all theſe refpe&s, if we deſiſt from the ap- 
plication we have begun to make. FOES | 
Leet us bethankful to the Diſſenters in London for taking 
the lead in this buſineſs; and let not the cauſe languiſh 
for want of their being zealouſly ſeconded by their brethren 
in the country. If there be any ſpirit of emulation among 
us, let it not be ſaid that this cauſe was gained by their 
exertions alone, without the aid of ours in conjunttion 
with them. | 
They invite us to join with them, and make one com- 

Won effort, in a common cauſe, that it may _— that 
what is done is not the with of a few only, but of the 
general body of Diſſenters 3 the kingdom; that 
we have none of us loſt ſight of our civil rights, though 
we have been long deprived of them; and that though, 
like peaceable ſubjects, we have quietly borne our excluſion 
from them, we are ready to take every favourable oppor- 
tunity of aſſerting them. If the injury muſt continue, ſtill 
let it be ſeen that we are ſenſible of it, and that we tax our 
country with ingratitude and injuſtice in their treatment of 
us. At preſent a great majority of the nation do not know 
that -they are guilty of wP injuſtice towards us; and if 
they knew it, would heartily join in redreſſing it. 
This is a buſineſs in which all Diſſenters are alike con- 
cerned. For all of us, whether claſſed with Preſbyterians, 

| > | Indepen- 
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Independants, or Baptiſts, or whether coming under no 
particular denomination at all ; whether we be Calviniſts 
or Arminians ; Trinitarians. Arians, or Unitarians, we are 
equally men, and Engliſhmen, and therefore * . entitled 
to all the natural and juſt rights of men and Engliſhmen: 
and as becomes men and Engliſhmen, we ought to aſſert 
them, at leaſt by reminding our countrymen that weare 
int itled to them, and that we have a claim on their grati- 
tude and juſtice. Otherwiſe, we do them injuſtice; as the 
may ſay. they would have done their duty, if they had 
been apprized of it. | 6 | 
| Let us not, however, forget that our character as Diſſen- 
ters is ſubordinate to that of Proteftants, and the character 
of Proteſtants to that of Chri//ians ; and alſo that, notwith- 
ſtanding all our differences in doctrine or diſcipline, the 
p things in which we all agree are of infinitely more con- 
| ſequence than thoſe in which we differ. We all agree in 
the belief of the great 4 py of natural and revealed 
religion, in the doctrine of a , and a providence, and 
alſo in the divine miſſion of Chriſt ; and in conſequence of 
this, in the certainty of the reſurrection of the dead, and a 
future judgment; when all men will receive according to 
1- " their , works. In theſe ont articles, in compariſon of 
which all others are as nothing, all who are called Chriſtians. 
agree with us; and on this account we ſhould confider 
them all as brethren, the Cathoiics themſelves not ex- 
cepted. We are all expectants of the ſame common ſalva- 
tion, and if we be 4 pc pious, virtuous, and ſincere, 


ſhall, no doubt, equally attain to it. 
But as Diſſenters, we all equally diſclaim all human 
authority in matters of religion. e all agree .in ac- 


knowledging one father even God, and one maſter even 
Chriſt; and with reſpe& to thinking and acting for our- 
| | {elves in all matters of religion, we agree in aſſerting the 


liberty with which Chriſt has made us free. . 

In this great principle alſo many of the Catholics of this 
country now heartily. join us, and therefore they ought to 
claſs with Engliſh Diſſenters. And as they at the ſame 
time diſclaim all tem ſubjection to any foreign power, 


they are intitled to all the privileges of other Britith ſubjects. 
With their religious opinions we have nothing to do; and 


4 | with 
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with reſpe& to what has been the conduct of the Catholics 
in former times, it does not become us to vifit the fins of 
the fathers upon the children, who have repented of, and 
forſaken them. | | 
Let us then, agreeing in the belief of do&rines of ſo 
t importance, reſpe& one another, as embarking in the 
ſame great cauſe, both of religion and liberty; and, as 
having one common intereſt, let us join all our efforts to 
obtain the ſame end. 
This is not a combination to injure any, not even thoſe 
who oppoſe us. For when, in promoting the repeal of 
unjuſt laws, we aſſert our own rights, we do not infringe 


thoſe of others. Nay, we conſult the honour of our 


country, and of the chriſtian name in the world at large. 
By our perſeverance. the eyes of our enemies themſelves 
cannot fail to be opened, and they will then thank us for 
contributing to remove the odium under which, through 


theirignorance, they have hitherto laboured; and they will 


only regret that, for want of reflecting upon the nature of 
the caſe, they had not, of themſelves, and without any ap- 
plication from us, the merit of doing us juſtice. For it is 
only juſtice, and not any favour that we now ſolicit. For 
their ſakes, therefore, as well as our own, it is our duty 
to perſevere in aux application for the repeal of theſe inju- 
rious and; unjuſt laws, by which chriſlians are deprived of 
any of the rights of citizens. A 
Laſtly, while we join in aſſerting qur own rights, let 
us not be unmindful. of the rights of others, eſpecially the 
common rights of humanity, of which the poor negtbes 
have long been deprived, being treated as brutes, and not 
as men, and allo. of the juſt. claims of all men to the rights 
af a free and equal government. Let us, with our prayers 
and. good wiſhes at leaſt, aid a neighbouring nat ion, and 
all who. are now ſtruggling for liberty, civil or religious, 
throughout the world; that the voice of the oppreſſor may: 
every where ceaſe to be heard, that by this means we may 
ſee the nearer approach of thoſe glorious and happy times, 
when wars ſtall ces ſa to the ends of. the earth; and when the 


kingdoms of this wor id ſhall become the: kingdoms of, God and 
of his Cbriſt. | 185 e 


FINIS. 


